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INTRODUCTION
Theworld weliveinisaworld of contrasts.

Many people of this world live alife of luxury and comfort. They seem to have al their
needs met. They have a nice house with a good job and do not seem to have any
problems that they cannot solve themselves.

On the other hand there are many people in this world who suffer greatly from the effects
of poverty and over population. There are millions of people who struggle to find enough
food to feed their families, there are millions of people who live in conditions that are
breeding grounds for disease and pestilence. Under these conditions diseases such as
leprosy run rampant and there is agreat deal of suffering.

There are continual disagreements between nations. It seems as if there is always a war
taking place and people are dying over unnecessary political agendas.

The problems of this world have been addressed by generations of politicians and
charitable organisations yet the problems of this world continue to exist. In fact many
different types of Governments have been tried: monarchy; democracy; republic;
socialist. Yet man continues to struggle with the problems of this world. He has
demonstrated quite successfully that he is unable to solve the problems that we see about
us.

Many of the problems of this world are directly related to the selfishness of man. A man
in power is happy to work with those that support him and who will help him become
successful; generally thisis at the expense of those who do not support him. Man is self
serving.

Will there ever be a solution to these problems? The answer is yes, but man cannot
correct the problems of this world. We must turn to the Bible to find the answers to the
guestions that we might ask. The Bible tells us of the future, and it tells us what we can
do to help make this world a better place to live. The Bible assures us that man will
continue to struggle from one crisis to another and that, left to his own, man will only
make things much worse. The Bible also assures us that if we place our confidence and
trust in the God of the Bible, that we can live in a time of peace and security where we
can truly enjoy the blessings of alife where the problems of this world will be solved.

The Bible aso tells us that this will only happen once the Lord Jesus Christ returns to
Earth.

In this booklet we wish to consider the Bible teaching about the return of the Lord Jesus
Christ and discuss what he will do once he returns.



WHAT WILL JESUS DO WHEN HE RETURNS?

The Bible teaches us of many things that the Lord Jesus Christ will do when he returns to
the earth.

1. Jesus is going to set up a kingdom

We've adready looked at Acts 1:11. In this verse two angels stated that Jesus was to
return to earth. Just prior to the ascension of Jesus to heaven the disciples had asked Jesus
aquestion.

“Therefore, when they had come together, they asked him saying, “Lord, will you
at this time restore the kingdom to Israel 7’ Acts 1:6

The disciples understood that Jesus was to set up a kingdom. Now that Jesus had been
crucified and raised from the dead, the disciples thought that Jesus was now going to
“restore the Kingdom to Israel.”

The disciples had very good reason for expecting Jesus to restore the Kingdom to Isradl.
There is a consistent message in the Old Testament that a Kingdom will be set up on
earth that will replace all the existing kingdoms of this world.

“And in those days the God of Heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be
destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in
pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.” Daniel 2:44

It will be akingdom that will have its throne in Jerusalem and this kingdom will affect all
people on earth.

“At that time Jerusalem shall be called the throne of the Lord, and all nations shall
be gathered to it, to the name of the Lord, to Jerusalem. No more shall they follow
the dictates of the their evil hearts.” Jeremiah 3:17

The King of this kingdom will establish God's ways as the correct way to live our lives.
Remember what we said in the introduction. “Many of the problems of this world are
directly related to the selfishness of man. A man in power is happy to work with those
that support him and who will help him become successful; generaly this is at the
expense of those who do not support him. Man is self serving.” However, in the Kingdom
that will be set up on this earth men will no longer follow the dictates of their evil
hearts.”



Another feature of the Kingdom is that everybody will be willing to learn of God' s ways.
The whole earth will want to go to Jerusalem to be taught of God's ways.

“Many nations shall come and say, ‘Come let us go up to the mountain of the
Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; he will teach us of his ways, and we shall
walk in his paths.” For out of Zion the law shall go forth, and the word of the Lord
from Jerusalem.” Micah 4:2

2. Jesus will be king of this kingdom

God made a promise to King David in 2 Samuel 7:12-16.

In verse 12 — 13 we read, “When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, |
will set up a your seed after you, who will come from your body, and | will establish his
kingdom. He shall build a house for My name, and | will establish the throne of his
kingdom for ever.”

Included in this promise was a seed that would sit on the throne of the kingdom forever.
The Bible tellsus who this seed is.

In the first chapter of Luke an angel appeared to Mary and told her that she would have a
son. It was to be a specia son because his conception would be miracul ous.

The name of this Son wasto be Jesus. (Luke 1:31)

In Luke 1:32-33 we read “...the Lord God will give him the throne of his father
David...and of his kingdom there will be no end”

Matt 1:1 confirms that Jesus Christ is the son of David
The Bibleisvery clear. The “seed” of David that would sit on histhrone isthe Lord Jesus
Christ. When the Lord Jesus Christ returns he will re-establish the kingdom of Israel, and

set-up histhrone in Jerusalem — the same place where King David had his throne.

The Bibleis also very clear and consistent in its teaching that Jerusalem is to be the place
from which the Kingdom of God will be governed.

“At that time they shall call Jerusalem the throne of the Lord” Jeremiah 3:17
Even the Lord Jesus Christ called Jerusalem “the city of the great king.” (Matthew 5:35)
So far we' ve seen that the Bible teaches that:

() Jesusisto return to this earth.
(b) A kingdom isto be set up on this earth.
(c) TheKing of this Kingdom will rule from Jerusalem.
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(d) ThisKing will rule using God' s principles, not man’s.
(e) Everyone will acknowledge this King asruler over all the earth
(f) ThisKingis Jesus!

3. Jesus will raise the Dead

Hebrews 11 tells us of many men and women of the Old Testament who all lived faithful
lives but they still have not received the reward of eternal life. Thisis only a small list of
faithful men and women. There are many others who have lived faithful lives before God
who have died. The same chapter confirms for us that all the faithful are still to receive
the promise of eternal life.

“And these all having obtained a good testimony through faith, did not receive the
promise.” Hebrews 11:39

How can they receive the promise of eternal life? There will be a resurrection of
the dead at the coming of Jesus. This teaching of resurrection is taught in many
places of the Bible

“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of
the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:”
1 Thessalonians 4:16

“And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to
everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.” Daniel 12:2

“Most assuredly, | say to you the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will
hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who hear will live.” John 5:25

“Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves
will hear hisvoice.” John 5:28

The resurrected people will be gathered with all those who are living that know of God
and they will be judged. The Apostle Paul confirms that the Lord Jesus Christ will be
judge at thistime.

“1 charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the
living and the dead at his appearing and his Kingdom.” 2 Timothy 4:1

4. Christ will reward the faithful

In Revelation we read of the last words that Christ gave to his disciples. They were given
to be a source of encouragement to the believers who waited for the return of their Lord.
As part of his encouragement he promised that he would bring areward for the faithful.
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“And behold I am coming quickly, and my reward is with me, to give to every
one according to hiswork.” Revelation 22:12

In Romans chapter 2 we are told that if we are faithful we will receive eternal life, but if
we choose to be self seeking and do not obey the truth we will receive the indignation
and wrath of God.

In Romans 2:6-10 we read that God “will render to every man according to his deeds:
eternal life to those who by patient continuance in doing good seek for glory, honour, and
immortality; but to those who are self seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey
unrighteousness — indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish, on every soul of man
who does evil, of the Jew first and aso of the Greek; but glory, honour, and peace to
everyone who works what is good, to the Jew first and to the Greek.”

Matthew 25:31-46 records a parable that Jesus told his disciples. In this parable sheep
and goats are used to symbolise the two 2 classes of people who will be judged. The
sheep represent those who have obeyed God, while the goats represent those who have
been disobedient.

Those who have been faithful will receive eternal life (v34) and those that have not been
faithful will be punished with everlasting death (v41).

John 5:29 tells us that the judgement will result in life for some and eternal death for
others.

The Bible teaches that Christ is coming back to earth to reward al those that have been
faithful to God. The faithful will be given eternal life and enjoy life in the kingdom.

WHEN WILL JESUS RETURN?

It is well documented in the Bible that Jesus will return to this earth. God has aready set
the day. Acts 17 confirmsthisfor us.

“He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the
man whom he has ordained:..” Acts 17:31

But when is this day?

In a speech to his disciplesin Mark 13, Jesus prophesied of many events that would take
place in the future.

In this prophecy he states clearly that he would return to this earth and that he would
gather together hisfaithful followers.



“Then they will see the Son of Man coming in the clouds with great power and
glory. And then He will send His angels, and gather together His elect from the
four winds, from the farthest part of the earth to the farthest part of heaven.” Mark
13:26

He also told his disciples that he did not know when this was to happen.

“But of that day and that hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven,
neither the Son, but only the Father.” Mark 13:32

Later, after Jesus had been resurrected from the dead and given immortality, his disciples
asked him if he was to restore the kingdom to Israel at that time. (Act 1:6)

Jesus responded by saying “It is not for you to know the times or the seasons which the
Father hath put in His own authority.” Acts 1:7

The Bible simply does not tell us the exact time when Jesus will return however it does
give us clues as to when he will return.

Signs of the return of Jesus

The people of Isragl are a “special” people of God. The people of Israel are a people of
sign and God has used them to demonstrate his power. Using the people of Israel God has
shown that heistrueto hisword.

“You are my witnesses, says the Lord, and my servant whom | have chosen: that
you may know and believe me, and understand that | am he. Before me there was
no God formed, nor shall there be after me.” Isaiah 43:10

God stated that the nation would be scattered.
“Then the Lord will scatter you among all peoples, from one end of the earth even
to the other, and there you shall serve other gods, which neither you nor your
fathers have known —wood and stone.” Deuteronomy 28:64

God also stated that the nation would be re-gathered
“Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, and declare it in the isles afar off, and say,
He that scattered Israel will gather him, and keep him as a shepherd does his
flock.” Jeremiah 31:10

The Bibleis clear in its teaching that the Jews would be re-gathered and established in the
land of Isradl.

Jesus also stated that Jerusalem would be under the control of foreign powers for a period
of time, but this would not be forever.
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“...Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are
fulfilled.” Luke 21:24

Jesus also said that once this was fulfilled the Son of Man would return. “ Then shall they
see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.” Luke 21:27

In AD 70 the Jews lost control of Jerusalem as the Roman army invaded Isragl with such
vengeance that the Jews were scattered from one end of the world to the other. However,
this was not to last. In 1967 the Jews wrested Jerusalem from Arab control. For nearly
1900 years Jerusalem had been under the control of foreign gentile powers, but the
Israelis regained control of Jerusalem.

If Jesus was correct in saying that Jerusalem would again be under the control of Jews,
we can also be assured that that his coming will be soon.

It is very important that we understand this Biblical teaching. In fact the Apostle Peter
warned that there would be a time when people would mock this important teaching.

“...knowing this first: that scoffers will come in the last days, walking according
to their own lusts, and saying, ‘Where is the promise of his coming? For since
the fathers fell asleep all things continue as they were from the beginning of
creation.” 2 Peter 3:3-4

The Apostle Peter was warning the readers of his letter that even though it might seem
that God has “forgotten” his promise to send his son back to earth, God is true to his
word and he will do as he has said.

God will not forget his promise and even though there would be a time when many would
laugh and scoff at the teaching of the Bible this would not change the teaching of the
Bible.

In fact one of the strong points that Peter makes is that God is long-suffering toward us,
not willing that any should perish (v9). God wants us to be in His Kingdom. If Christ
were to return now, would you be ready to go into the Kingdom. If not, make the most of
the time left to you so that you are ready and prepared when the Son of God returns.
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